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Irrigation management in 
cranberry 
 
 
Study of return on investments 
linked to wireless tensiometer use 
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Evolution of cranberry yields with changes in irrigation management 

With tension based management (20% and more, WI and Qué)

Weak adoption (5% and -, Mass, B. C.., NJ, Or,WA)

Renovating-new beds and new varieties 

Introduction of wireless tensiometers (Boninõs effect) 



 

Lack of aeration 

Too dry 
Poor capillary rise 

Tension (kPa or cbars) 

Wet management:  
ÅPoor drainage 
ÅOverwatering 

Water savings 
Yield gains 
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How real time tension data can lead to optimization 
of water management 
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During cranberry growth (June to October) 

Optimization of 
irrigation 

Solving local 
drainage/irrigation 

problems 

2 major axes 

Trouble shooting: Laurent, 
M.Sc.Pelletier, Ph.D. 
Correction 
Improving Bed Yield uniformity 
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Bonin, M.Sc, Pelletier M.Sc, 
Vanderlesst, M.Sc.. 
�¾ 5 years: 2011-2012 

Source : Bonin, 2009, 
Pelletier 2015  

Precision irrigation : 
�Æ Reducing water application  
�Æ Obtaining maximum yield 


