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| Transition Timeline (3 years)

Certification
Eligibility
Date
Apply for
Transitional Certification Crops harvestedfafter 3/15
(optional) can be sold as certifidd organic
\ET L I ) March 15 March 15
2016 2017 2018 March 15

2019

Start Certification process 8-12 weeks
before eligibility date

» All National Organic Program Standards must be followed during transition period



| Transition Strategies

G radual: transition land one field at a time
with the intention of certifying all the land at some
point in the future.

Spllt: Manage some land conventionally and some land
organically as a long-term strategy. Often combined with
“gradual” transition strategy but intent is to simultaneously
maintain both organic and conventional land.

“ FU": transition all land at once. conventional -
orgaric [0
transitional (R

ok




Certification Process

A STEP-BY-STEP OVERVIEW OF THE BASICS

START

Submit, Qpplication
Applications take an average of 90
days to process, inspect, review and
approve. Expedited services are
available for an additional fee.

Jost Review.

OTCO reviews application to
evaluate organic standards
compliance. We may request
additional information.

/ ! »

An inspector visits your
operation to verify organic
standards compliance. Inspections
usually last 3-5 hours.

Jinal Review.

OTCO reviews your application
and the inspector’s report to
evaluate compliance with
the organic standards.

We will send your organic certificate
identifying your company, category
of certification.and certified organic

products or services.

FINISH



CERTIFICATION
FEE

NEW
APPLICANT FEE

szoo INSPECTION
DEPOSIT

$674

+ INSPECTION COSTS



GROSS INCOME FROM SALE OF CERTIFIED

BASE FEE

PRODUCTS
At least Not more than
S0 $4,999 299
5,000 9,999 334
10,000 14,999 373
15,000 24,999 431
25,000 34,999 508
35,000 49,999 605
50,000 64,999 721
65,000 79,999 836
80,000 99,999 972
0
1175

1339

1503

1666

1829

2029

2279

2500

$2500 plus .1% (.001) on sales between $500,000 and $2,000,000

Farms with a gross income over 2,000,000

$4000 plus .05% (.0005) on sales over $2,000,000 with a maximum fee of
$10,000




USDA
s United States Department of Agriculture

USDA Organic Certification Cost Share Programs

Agricultural Marketing Service
Making Organic Certification Affordable

You're Certified...Now Get Reimbursed!

1 Contact Your Submit Get
State Agency Information Reimbursed
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‘ USDA is an hgg_oppommny aﬁm
Learn more about the Organic Certification Cost Share Programs at




| Transition Certification

 Apply after 1 year without a prohibited
substance

* Application, inspection and certification fees
same as organic certification

« Cannot use the term organic
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USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service provade:

USDA National Organic Program r

Soil. i‘uu('“L

bicditetsil

NRCS PROVIDES FREE ASSISTANCETO
ALL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS.

TURN OVER TO LEARN MORE

EQIP Organic
Initiative

Financial and technical assistance to
implement conservation practices
and planning to address resource
concerns.

Maximum of $20,000 per fiscal year
AND no more than $80,000 over a

rolling six year

Project Examples

 Develop a conservation plan
» Establish buffer zones

* Minimize erosion

* Improve irrigation efficiency
* Insert pollinator habitat
* ...and more
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