


Agenda

•  Organic Certification & Transition 
•  Rules and Regulations 
•  Record Keeping for Organic Certification 
 
 



Organic 
Inspector 



Transition Timeline (3 years)

March 15 
2019

Prohibited  
Substance 
 Applied 

March 15 
2016

March 15 
2017

March 15
 2018

Apply for  
Transitional Certification  

(optional) 

Start Certification process 8-12 weeks 
before eligibility date  

Certification  
Eligibility 

Date 

Crops harvested after 3/15  
can be sold as certified organic 

•  All National Organic Program Standards must be followed during transition period 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3



Transition Strategies

 
 

Gradual: transition land one field at a time 
with the intention of certifying all the land at some 
point in the future.	  

Split: Manage some land conventionally and some land 
organically as a long-term strategy. Often combined with 
“gradual” transition strategy but intent is to simultaneously 
maintain both organic and conventional land.	  

Full: transition all land at once.	  
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CERTIFICATION COSTS (Oregon Tilth)







Transition Certification

•  Apply after 1 year without a prohibited 
substance 

•  Application, inspection and certification fees 
same as organic certification 

•  Cannot use the term organic 



EQIP Organic 
Initiative

•  Financial and technical assistance to 
implement conservation practices 
and planning to address resource 
concerns. 

 
•  Maximum of $20,000 per fiscal year 

AND no more than $80,000 over a 
rolling six year 

 
•  Project Examples 
 

•  Develop a conservation plan 
•  Establish buffer zones 
•  Minimize erosion 
•  Improve irrigation efficiency 
•  Insert pollinator habitat 
•  ...and more 



Transition Services & Support
• Oregon Tilth ‘s Transition Services
•  Extension Offices

Programs for Transitioning/Organic 
Producers
• USDA Organic Certification Cost 

Share Program
•  Transitional Certification
• NRCS Organic Initiative

Transition Services

•  One on one phone and email support 
  
•  Resource Library 
 
•  Transition to Organic Network 

Contact: Drew Katz at drew@tilth.org


