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• B.S./M.S. at the 
University of 
Georgia studying 
aphid symbionts

• Ph.D. from NC State 
studying Spotted 
Wing Drosophila on 
small fruit crops

• 6 months in Hawaii 
studying Tephritid 
fruit fly resistance

• 14 months at Disney





Plans for this 
summer

Also: Plinazolin? 



Spongy Moth
Oaks, maples, birch, and other hardwoods



Blunt Nose 
Leafhopper
• Piercing-sucking mouthpart
• Carries the phytoplasma that 

causes false blossom disease



Black "Mirid" 
Bugs

• Haven't been seen in a while on 
the East Coast

• Damage young buds and leaves
• Piercing-sucking mouthparts



Vaccinium Scale
• Piercing-sucking mouthparts
• Waxy protection



Vaccinium Scale



Resistance?

• Have you had to increase dosage for insect pests, weed control, or 
diseases? If you go back through your spray records, would you notice 
anything?
• Have you found that some products that worked in the past are no 

longer working?
• Do you have any pests  (insects, weeds, or diseases) that you only 

have one product that you can use on it?
Laura Kraft
Washington State University
Laura.kraft@wsu.edu
503-836-7736

mailto:Laura.kraft@wsu.edu

